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Abstract
An abstract (no more than 200 words)
Summary of the proposal.


Introduction
Describe the general background and significance of the problem. Provide a justification for the research proposal. 


Research Questions
Develop and present succinct research question(s), not more than two.

Hypothesis
Each research question should be addressed by one or more hypothesis statements. 


Literature review
Introduce the reader to the current understanding of the issue.  Present information from the general to the specific and point out what has been researched and learned, as well as what is missing and needs to be investigated. Include at least five original research articles published within the last five years, and one or two recent review articles.

Materials and Methods
Be creative and invent a research scenario and location, along with necessary materials support needed to do the project. Discuss the method for how you will research your questions and justify the scientific approach to the problem (think of the scientific methods). Include details on how you will get the data and analyze the data in order to accept or refute your hypotheses and answer the research questions.


Time – Table
Provide a time frame to conduct the research. (Should be about 1-3 years)

Significance/Recommendations
Explain the importance of this investigation and how the results will add to our knowledge base and support important decisions in the field (management, treatment developments, etc.)


Distribution
Discuss publication of your research. (meetings/conferences, publications, media, etc.)


Author C.V. 
This is a paragraph about yourself as a researcher.

Budget
List budget items and estimated cost. 
This might be tough for them if they’ve never written a proposal, I’d provide more guidance
Invent a position. For example, you work for a public agency and have lab access.  Or you work for a University and lab space, vehicles, cages, computers etc. might be in-kind institutional contributions
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Resources

HHMI: Scientifid Methodology at https://www.hhmi.org/biointeractive/scientific-process

http://www.jove.com/

http://research.microsoft.com/en-us/um/people/simonpj/papers/Proposal.html


http://www.theresearchassistant.com/tutorial/2.asp

http://writingcenter.unc.edu/handouts/grant-proposals-or-give-me-the-money/
